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Dear delegates, we hope you are excited to debate this issue and to come up with many great solutions for the injustices that have taken place in it. The conflict in Tigray is one that not many people have heard of. Due to minuscule amounts of media attention and since the conflict itself took place at the same time that Russia invaded Ukraine, not many people know of the atrocities that have taken place in this aptly named “forgotten war”. Today, you, the delegates of the United Nations Security Council, must band together to use your diplomatic and debating skills to try and find a solution that is just and fair according to Sgamun’s theme of promoting a multilateral system of justice and equality. But most of all, we hope you have Fun!
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-Tigray
The Northernmost region of Ethiopia, home to the Tigrayan people.

-Tigray people’s liberation front(TPLF)
Left-wing nationalistic paramilitary group and former ruling political party of Ethiopia.

-Tigray interim administration(TIA)
The temporary governing body in the aftermath of the conflict in Tigray.

-The Pretoria agreement
The agreement between the TPLF and the Ethiopian government to cease fire and hostilities in Tigray.

-Dissident factions
Factions that want to replace and or oppose official policies that have been instated by a government.

-Tigray defence force(TDF)
A paramilitary group that has close ties to the TPLF.

-Ethiopian human rights commission(EHRC)
The Ethiopian state body responsible for monitoring human rights in Ethiopia.

-Prosperity party(PP)
The ruling political party of Ethiopia was founded by Abiy Ahmed.

-Ethnic federalism
A form of federalism in which regions are defined by ethnic characteristics.


-AU(African Union)
A pan-African organization made up of 55 states, its duty is to promote peace, prosperity, and collaboration on the African continent.
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History and general overview:
The roots of the conflict in Tigray go deep into Ethiopian history. Ethiopia was once an empire, which, through imperialism and nation-craft, assimilated many different ethnic groups into the region we know as Ethiopia today. Over eighty different ethnic groups reside within the borders of Ethiopia, the biggest ones being the Oromo, Somali, Tigrayan, and  Amhara ethnic groups.  The Ethiopian empire, which was overthrown in 1974, was succeeded by the pro- soviet Derg regime. The leader of this regime, Colonel Mengistu, ruled with an iron fist until a coup d’état, which overthrew the Derg regime in 1991. This coup was done by the EPRDF, which was made up of a TPLF majority.
After the new Ethiopian constitution in 1993, Meles Zenawi was chosen to become the prime minister of Ethiopia. Under Meles Zenawi, who was an ethnic Tigrayan, Ethiopia enjoyed a period of relative peace and prosperity until his passing in 2012. In September of 2012, the position of prime minister was given to the foreign minister of Ethiopia, Haile Mariam Desalegn. Due to unrest in the Oromia and Amhara regions, in which the government chose to use excessive force, as well as perceived imbalance of political power in favor of the TPLF, Haile Maraim Desalegn resigned in 2018 because of widespread protests in Ethiopia. 


Run up to the conflict:
In the same year,2018, the Ethiopian parliament held elections for the next prime minister; Abiy Ahmed was chosen by the EPRDF and became prime minister in 2018. Abiy Ahmed ushered in many political reforms as leader of the new Prosperity Party, which was a coalition of multiple different political ethnic groups that were in the EPRDF, which the TPLF refused to join. Before this, Abiy Ahmed launched a comprehensive program of diplomacy, as well as successfully making peace with both Eritrea and the Ogaden Liberation Front rebel group. Making peace with Eritrea did cause upheaval in Tigray, as most Tigrayan leaders saw it as a betrayal of those who died in the war with Eritrea. The officials of the TPLF then chose to relocate to the Tigray province after losing the election to the Prosperity Party. While there, the TPLF had frequent clashes with the Ethiopian government.









The conflict in Tigray:
While clashes between the Ethiopian government and the TPLF the true start of the conflict is recognized as starting in 2020. The National Election Board of Ethiopia delayed the elections this year due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The TPLF, under its chairman, Debretsion Gebremichael, saw this as unconstitutional and had a Tigrayan election on the 9th of September, directly defying the Ethiopian government.  This caused the Ethiopian government to cut a large amount of funding going to the region, which heightened hostilities even further. The TPLA then came out with new government plans, which were against Abiy and his form of government, causing the Ethiopian government to send elite troops to Gherghera base near the Eritrean capital of Asmara. In October of 2020, the Ethiopian reconciliation commission tried to mediate the situation in Tigray with no real result. As tensions were mounting, a brigadier general appointed by Abiy was refused entry to his post in Tigray. This kicked off the Northern attack committed by the TPLA, the day after the brigadier general's refusal, and thus started the Tigrayan conflict. In the conflict, many war crimes as well as crimes against humanity have been committed, including things such as:the killing of civilians, using rape and sexual intimidation as weapons, the use of hunger as a weapon, ethnic cleansing, and many more, with this conflict gaining notoriety as one of the worst humanitarian crises of the 21st century.
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Countries:
-Ethiopia
The conflict’s main actor, fighting for dominance in Tigray and against the TPLF.
-Eritrea
Eritrea has sent troops to support Ethiopia by forcing the TPLF into fighting on two fronts.
-Sudan
Sudan has taken the brunt of both the Ethiopian and Tigrayan refugees who have been displaced by the conflict.
-Somalia
Somalia has also sent troops into Ethiopia to give support against the TPLF.
-Djibouti
Djibouti has given strategic support through supplies to Ethiopia with its ports.
-Turkey
Turkey has supported Ethiopia by sending weapons and aiding in airstrikes.
-Iran
Iran has supported Ethiopia by sending armed drones.
-Kenya
Kenya has played a mediation role in the conflict to better relations between the TPLF and the Ethiopian government.

NGO’s and UN organs:
-UNICEF
UNICEF was involved in the matter of child health and nutrition, as well as immunization campaigns
-WHO
The WHO was involved in the support of health systems and advocacy for widespread access.
-UNHCR
The UNHCR was involved in managing the large number of displaced civilians.
-WFP
The WFP was involved in large-scale food assistance in affected regions.
-The red cross
The red cross was present to aid civilians with medical situations as well as logistics.
-Doctors without Borders
Doctors Without Borders were present to give civilians medical attention and operations.
-Amnesty International
Amnesty International was present to report and assess the scale at which Human rights were violated.
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· 2018 – Abiy Ahmed becomes Prime Minister, launches reforms and peace deal with Eritrea; TPLF loses dominance in federal politics.

· 2019 – Ethiopia’s ruling coalition reorganized into the Prosperity Party; TPLF refuses to join.

· Sept 2020 – Tigray region holds its own regional elections, defying federal postponement of national elections due to COVID-19; tensions escalate.

· Oct 2020 – Ethiopian government declares Tigray elections illegal; both sides stop recognizing each other’s authority.

· Nov 4, 2020 – Ethiopian government launches military offensive in Tigray after accusing TPLF of attacking federal army bases.

· Nov 28, 2020 – Federal forces capture Mekelle, Ethiopia declares victory.

· Late Nov–Dec 2020 – Eritrean troops enter Tigray to support Ethiopian forces.

· Nov 2020–2021 – Reports of massacres, mass displacement, and blockade of aid begin.

· June 28, 2021 – Tigray Defense Forces (TDF) retake Mekelle; Ethiopian government declares unilateral ceasefire.

· July–Nov 2021 – TDF advances into Amhara and Afar; alliance declared with Oromo Liberation Army (OLA).

· Nov 2021 – Ethiopian forces, with Eritrean support, push TDF back toward Tigray.

· Mar 24, 2022 – Humanitarian truce announced to allow aid into Tigray.

· Aug 24, 2022 – Fighting resumes after five months of truce.

· Nov 2, 2022 – Pretoria Agreement signed between the Ethiopian government and TPLF; ceasefire declared.
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The Praetoria Agreement:
Since the start of the conflict in Tigray, there has only been one real attempt to solve the issue, that being the Praetorian agreement in 2022. The agreement came to be after a letter was sent to the United Nations by the TPLF asking for a ceasefire with the help of the Security Council. After being invited by the AU, the TPLF, as well as the Ethiopian government agreed to start peace talks in Pretoria, South Africa. The talks started on the 25th of October with them ending on the 2nd of November with a joint statement from both the TPLF as well as the Ethiopian government stating that a ceasefire shall be instated from that point on, ending two years of conflict and promising a smooth and orderly disarmament. While promising at first, the implementation of the acts agreed on in the agreement has shown to be very difficult. With many groups in Tigray still being armed, including a part of the TDF. Due to the concrete lack of disarmament, human rights violations and crimes against humanity are still a large issue in the Tigray region, with those who have committed these crimes still not being held accountable and are yet to be persecuted.
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         Governance Solutions
-Inclusive National Dialogue: Create a genuine political process that includes Tigray, Amhara, Oromo, and other groups to address Ethiopia’s federal structure, autonomy demands, and power-sharing.
-Constitutional Reform: Revisit Ethiopia’s ethnic federalism system to reduce recurring tensions while preserving self-rule.
-Guarantees of Regional Autonomy: Provide Tigray with firm constitutional guarantees and local governance rights within Ethiopia.

       

          Security Solutions
- Thorough disarmament: Integrate Tigrayan fighters into the Ethiopian army or provide secure disarmament with UN monitoring.
-Withdrawal of Foreign Forces and Paramilitary groups: Ensure foreign troops and irregular militias fully withdraw from Tigray.
-Independent Monitoring: Strengthen AU/UN mechanisms in Ethiopia to oversee peace as well as the rule of law.



          Humanitarian & Judiciary solutions
-Unrestricted Humanitarian Access: Guaranteed unhindered aid delivery across all regions affected by the conflict.
-Accountability for Atrocities: Support independent investigations by UN organs as well as NGO’s into war crimes committed by all sides.
-Reparations for those affected: Providing support to victims as well as returning displaced populations, and promoting inter-community reconciliation in Ethiopia.


[bookmark: _TOC_250000]Appendices/Bibliography

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights. (2020, November 13). Ethiopia – Bachelet expresses alarm Tigray conflict “risks spiralling out of control”. United Nations. https://ethiopia.un.org/en/100577-ethiopia-%E2%80%93-bachelet-expresses-alarm-tigray-conflict-%E2%80%9Crisks-spiralling-out-control%E2%80%9D
United Nations. (2021, October 22). UN chief deeply concerned by reported air strikes in Tigray capital. United Nations Peacekeeping. https://peacekeeping.un.org/en/un-news/un-chief-deeply-concerned-reported-air-strikes-tigray-capital
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs. (2021, December). Update on humanitarian operations in northern Ethiopia. United Nations. https://ethiopia.un.org/en/164315-update-humanitarian-operations-northern-ethiopia
United Nations Human Rights Council. (2021, November 3). Report of the Ethiopian Human Rights Commission/Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights Joint Investigation into Alleged Violations of International Human Rights, Humanitarian and Refugee Law committed by all parties to the conflict in the Tigray Region of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia. https://www.ohchr.org/en/hr-bodies/hrc/ehrc-ohchr-joint-investigation
Amnesty International & Human Rights Watch. (2022, April 6). We will erase you from this land: Crimes against humanity and ethnic cleansing in Ethiopia’s Western Tigray Zone. Human Rights Watch. https://www.hrw.org/report/2022/04/06/we-will-erase-you-land/crimes-against-humanity-and-ethnic-cleansing-ethiopias
Doctors Without Borders (MSF). (2021, June 25). MSF condemns killing of three colleagues in Tigray, Ethiopia. Médecins Sans Frontières. https://www.msf.org/msf-condemns-killing-three-colleagues-tigray-ethiopia
Physicians for Human Rights, & Organization for Justice and Accountability in the Horn of Africa. (2025, July 31). I never saw a peaceful day: Sexual violence in the Tigray conflict. Physicians for Human Rights. https://phr.org/our-work/resources/i-never-saw-a-peaceful-day-sexual-violence-in-the-tigray-conflict
Associated Press. (2025, July 31). Medical charity MSF accuses Ethiopian soldiers of 'targeted killing' of 3 staffers in Tigray in 2021. AP News. https://apnews.com/article/5043d10b5735297e5b39f3405c0071f2
Reuters. (2024, April 16). UN raises over $600 mln to boost aid to Ethiopia. Reuters. https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/un-seeks-raise-1-billion-boost-aid-ethiopia-2024-04-16/
The Guardian. (2024, November 7). Rounded up, massacred and posted on social media: Can Ethiopia bring justice for atrocities in Tigray? The Guardian. https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2024/nov/07/ethiopia-justice-tigray-atrocities-crimes-violence
The Guardian. (2025, July 31). Mass rape, forced pregnancy and sexual torture in Tigray amount to crimes against humanity – report. The Guardian. https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2025/jul/31/mass-rape-forced-pregnancy-sexual-torture-in-tigray-ethiopian-eritrean-forces-crimes-against-humanity-report
 Kestler-D’Amours, J. (2018, 20 februari). Ethiopia: Mass protests ‘rooted in country’s    history’. Al Jazeera.
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2018/2/20/ethiopia-mass-protests-rooted-in-countrys-history


BBC News. (2020, 12 oktober). Ethiopia profile - Timeline. https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-835897



image1.jpeg




